Islamic View of Homosexuality

Allah (God) has revealed the Holy Quran and sent Muhammad (SAW) to guide humanity so that we can know that which is lawful from that which is prohibited.  He has Created us with ability to follow His guidance or to follow our own desires.  Anyone who willingly submits to His Will is called a Muslim.  The life of this world is but a test for us:

“Ye shall certainly be tried and tested in your possessions and in your personal selves… if ye persevere patiently and guard against evil then that will be a determining factor in all affairs.”
(Quran 3:186)
“…And what is the life of this world except the enjoyment of deception.”   (Quran 3:185)

As such, the devil tempts us to seek the pleasures of this life and ignore the boundaries set by Allah:

“Verily Satan is an enemy to you: so treat him as an enemy.  He only invites his adherents that they may become Companions of the Blazing Fire.”

(Quran 35:6)

  On the other hand, Allah has guided us to the straight path, which brings us success in this life and eternal bliss in the hereafter.

Islam does not condemn people based on prohibited inclinations, tendencies or desires:

“Narrated Abu Huraira, the Prophet (SAW) said, ‘Allah forgives my followers those (evil deeds) their souls may whisper or suggest to them as long as they do not act (on it) or speak.’ ”

(Sahih Al-Bukhari, Hadith # 8.657)

“Narrated Ibn Abbas: The Prophet (SAW) narrating about his Lord said, ‘Allah ordered (the appointed angels over you) that the good and the bad deeds be written, and He then showed (the way) how (to write).  If somebody intends to do a good deed and he does not do it, then Allah will write for him a full good deed (in his account with Him); and if he intends to do a good deed and actually did it, then Allah will write for him (in his account) with Him (its reward equal) from ten to seven hundred times, to many more times; and if somebody intended to do a bad deed and he does not do it, then Allah will write a full good deed (in his account) with Him; and if he intended to do it (a bad deed) and actually did it, then Allah will write one bad deed (in his account).’ ”

(Sahih Al-Bukhari, Vol.8, Hadith # 498)

We may at any given time experience inclinations such as telling lies, backbiting, stealing, and having illegal intimate relations with other human beings.  We as Muslims are told to overcome all inclinations that go beyond the boundaries set by Allah by turning to Him Who Created us and by becoming His slave rather than the slaves of our desires:

“Imam Ahmad reported via Abu Nudrah that Abu Sa’id heard the Prophet (SAW) say: ‘O people, this world is full of attractive temptations.  Allah has appointed you as vicegerents in this world, and He will see how you will act.  So guard yourselves against the temptations of this world…’ ”
(Ahmad, Musnad, 2/61)
For this task Allah has given us tools which help us to focus towards Him and help us to avoid going beyond the boundaries set by Him.  Salat (prayer) reminds us of our Creator five times a day:

“Establish regular prayer, surely prayer keeps (one) away from indecency and evil.  And certainly the remembrance of God is the greatest (force against evil).”
(Quran 29:45)

Saum (fasting) shows us that if we can stay away from those things that are normally permissible such as food and water, then how much easier it is for us to stay away from those things that are prohibited for the pleasure of Allah.  

“O ye who believe! Fasting is prescribed to you as it was prescribed to those before you that ye may (learn) self-restraint.”

(Quran 2:183) 
“Narrated by Alqama, while I was walking with 'Abdullah he said, We were in the company of the Prophet and he (SAW) said, 'He who can afford to marry should marry, because it will help him refrain from looking at other women, and save his private parts from committing illegal sexual relation; and he who cannot afford to marry is advised to fast, as fasting will diminish his sexual power.’ ”


(Sahih Al-Bukhari, Hadith # 3.129)

There are some inclinations we may possess such as attraction to the opposite sex.  We are not punished for these inclinations.  Yet we are punished when we go beyond the boundaries:

“Narrated by Ubadah ibn as-Samit, Allah's Messenger (SAW) said: ‘Receive (teaching) from me, receive (teaching) from me. Allah has ordained a way for those (women).  When an unmarried male commits adultery with an unmarried female (they should receive) one hundred lashes and banishment for one year. And in case of married male committing adultery with a married female, they shall receive one hundred lashes and be stoned to death.’ ”

(Sahih Muslim, Hadith # 4191)
Islam teaches that it is the homosexual acts that are sinful and punishable by Allah. This teaching comes not from human beings, but from the Creator of all humans:

“Nay, Allah never commands Fahshaa’ (evil deeds, unlawful sexual intercourse). Do you say of Allah what you know not?”
(Quran 7:28)

 “Narrated Abdullah ibn Abbas, Allah's Messenger (SAW) said, ‘Allah will not look at a man who has intercourse with a man or a woman through the anus.’ ”

(Tirmidhi transmitted Al-Tirmidhi, Hadith # 3195)
Allah tells us in His own words how He punished the people of Lot (pbuh) for their homosexual behavior.  The story of Prophet Lot (pbuh) finds mention in several Quranic passages: 

“And there was Lot when he told his people: Do you indulge in a sexual practice such as no one in the Universe has ever indulged in previously?  You approach men lustfully instead of women!  Rather you are dissipated folk”
(Quran 7:80-81)

“And Lot! When he said unto his folk: will ye commit abomination knowingly? Would ye really approach men in your lusts rather than women? Nay ye are a people (grossly) ignorant!”
(Quran 27:54-55) 

“And Lot! (Remember) when he said unto his folk: Lo! Ye commit lewdness such as no creature did before you.”
(Quran 29:28)

“The people of Lot rejected the apostles. Behold, their brother Lot said to them: Will ye not fear (God)? I am to you an apostle worthy of all trust. So fear God and obey me. No reward do I ask of you for it: my reward is only from the lord of the Worlds. Of all the creatures in the world, will ye approach males, and leave those whom God has created for you to be your mates? Nay, ye are a people transgressing (all limits)! They said: If thou desist not, O Lot! thou wilt assuredly be cast out! He said: I do detest your doings. O my Lord! deliver me and my family from such things as they do! So We delivered him and his family,- all Except an old woman who lingered behind. But the rest We destroyed utterly. We rained down on them a shower (of brimstone): and evil was the shower on those who were admonished (but heeded not)! Verily in this is a Sign: but most of them do not believe. And verily thy Lord is He, the Exalted in Might Most Merciful.”
(Quran 26:160-175)   

“And they indeed sought to shame his guest (by asking to commit sodomy with them). So We blinded their eyes (saying), ‘Then taste you My Torment and My Warnings.’ ”
(Quran 54:37)

“But the (mighty) Blast overtook them before morning”
(Quran 15:73)
“So when Our Commandment came, We turned (the towns of Sodom in Palestine) upside down, and rained on them stones of baked clay, in a well-arranged manner one after another; Marked from your Lord.”

(Quran 11:82-83)

“We sent against them a violent tornado with showers of stones (which destroyed them) except Lot's household: them We delivered by early Dawn”
(Quran 54:34)
“And We rained down on them a shower (of brimstone): then see what was the end of those who indulged in sin and crime!”
(Quran 7:84)

“And unto Lot We gave judgment and knowledge, and We delivered him from the community that did abominations. Lo! They were folk who were evil, lewd.”
(Quran 21:74)
So we see that Allah sent a combination of punishments to the people of Lot (pbuh), who used to practice homosexuality.  These punishments were as follows:

1)
They were blinded and left groping, as Allah said, “fa-tamasna a’yoonahum” (i.e., blinded them). 

2)
A mighty blast overtook them 

3)
Their homes were turned upside down. 

4)
Allah sent against them a violent tornado and rained upon them a storm of stones of baked clay that finally destroyed them completely. 

From the above passages we learn that Allah saved Lot (pbuh) and the righteous ones of his family, and punished the people of Lot (pbuh) until they were utterly destroyed.  This is mentioned in the Quran not only for the sake of information, but mainly serves as a warning to anyone who desires to repeat these actions.  Then Allah goes on to say, warning those who come after them of the nations who do the same deed as they did:

“and they are not ever far from the Zaalimoon (polytheists, evildoers)”
(Quran 11:83)

“For we are going to bring down on the people of this township a Punishment from heaven because they have been wickedly rebellious. And We have left thereof an evident Sign for any people who (care to) understand.”
(Quran 29:34-35)

“Then We destroyed the rest. Verily ye pass by their (sites) by day. And by night: will ye not understand?”
(Quran 37:137-138)

“And We left behind therein a portent for those who fear a painful doom.”
(Quran 51:37)

Muslims believe that every human action leads to consequences.  Good actions entail good results, and evil actions entail evil consequences.  Some of these consequences may not become known for many years after a certain action.  The consequences of some actions will become manifest only after death when one enters a new, everlasting life.  A common mistake among humans is that if they don't see any negative consequences for their actions they consider it harmless.  Human experience has taught us that the source of superior knowledge can be of tremendous benefit to humans. Allah, the source of all knowledge, warns us of His punishment if people perpetrate homosexual acts.  Let us pay attention and learn the easy way. 

“Narrated Ibn Majah, Abd Allah ibn Umar said, The Prophet (SAW) came to us and said, ‘O Muhajirun, (emigrants from Makkah to al-Madinah) you may be afflicted by five things; God forbid that you should live to see them.  If fornication should become widespread, you should realize that this has never happened without new diseases befalling the people, which their forebears never suffered.  If people should begin to cheat in weighing out goods, you should realize that this has never happened without drought and famine befalling the people, and their rulers oppressing them.  If people should withhold Zakat, you should realize that this has never happened without the rain being stopped from falling; and were it not for the animals’ sake, it would never rain again.  If people should break their covenant with Allah and His Messenger, you should realize that this has never happened without Allah sending an enemy against them to take some of their possessions by force.  If the leaders do not govern according to the Book of Allah, you should realize that this has never happened without Allah making them into groups and making them fight one another.’ ”
(Kitab al-Fitan, Hadith # 4019, 2/1332)

Some have said that a person may be born with homosexual tendencies.  We say that everyone is a free agent.  God lays before us two paths and has given us knowledge of where these paths lead.  One is the path to which the devil calls us.  We must avoid that.  The other is the path leading to paradise.  We must stick to that one.  Everyone experiences evil prompting from time to time.  We must resist those with all our might.  If one feels a tendency to do something that God prohibits, he or she should seek help from a community of loving, caring, believers who would understand his or her difficulty and help him or her overcome it.

“O ye who believe! If ye keep your duty to Allah, He will give you discrimination (between right and wrong) and will rid you of your evil thoughts and deeds, and will forgive you. Allah is of infinite bounty.”

(Quran 8:29)

A common ploy of the devil is to convince people that they cannot avoid sin.  Then they do not even try.  But God promises that the devil can have no lasting power over those who sincerely seek God:

“For over My servants no authority shalt thou have except such as put themselves in the wrong and follow thee.”
(Quran 15:42) 

“By Allah, We indeed sent (Messengers) to the nations before you (O Muhammad), but Satan made their deeds fair-seeming to them.  So he (Satan) is their helper today (in this world), and theirs will be a painful torment.”
(Quran 16:63)
Finally, our bodies are given to us in trust from God.  One should not use his or her body contrary to the user guide provided by its Maker.  Consenting adults also need God's consent.

“If two men among you are guilty of lewdness punish them both.  If they repent and amend leave them alone; for Allah is Oft-returning Most Merciful.”
(Quran 4:16)

The Prophet of Islam (SAW) said: 

“Whoever you find committing the sin of the people of Lot, kill them, both the one who does it and the one to whom it is done (if it is done with consent).”

(This hadith was narrated by al-Tirmidhi, Hadith # 1376)

The Prophet Muhammad (SAW) said: 

“Whoever you find doing the action of the people of Lot, kill them, the one who does it and the one two whom it is done.”

(Narrated by Ahmad, Hadith # 2727; classed as saheeh by al-Albaani in Saheeh al-Jaami’ al-Sagheer wa Ziyaadatihi, no. 6589)

Imam Ibn al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) said: 

“It was reported that the Prophet  (SAW) said: ‘Kill the one who does it and the one to whom it is done.’ ”
(Reported by the four authors of Sunan.  Its isnaad is saheeh. At-Tirmidhi said it is a hasan hadith)

The punishment in Islam for sodomy is death whether the two involved are married or unmarried.  The Prophet (SAW) said:

“Whomsoever you find committing the act, kill them: both the active and the passive partners.” (Abu Dawood, Tirmidhi, and Ibn Majah, authenticated sahih by al-Albani, Arwaa’ ul-Ghaleel # 2350)
The scholars of Islam, such as Maalik, al-Shaafi'i, Ahmad and Ishaaq agree that (the person guilty of this crime) should be stoned, whether he is married or unmarried.

“Narrated AbuRafi', the Prophet (SAW) said: ‘Let me not find one of you reclining on his couch when he hears something regarding me which I have commanded or forbidden [i.e. from the Sunnah/traditions/hadiths-ed.] and saying: 'We do not know. What we found in Allah's Book [i.e. the Quran] we have followed.’ ”

(Sunan Abu-Dawud, Book 40, Hadith # 4588)

The consensus of the companions of the Prophet (Ijma‘a-as-sahaba) was that homosexuality should be condemned.  After consulting with the Sahaabah, Abu Bakr al-Siddeeq (may Allah be pleased with him) judged in accordance with this, and he wrote instructions to this effect to Khaalid.  The Sahaabah agreed that (the person who does homosexual acts) should be killed, but they differed as to how he should be killed.  Abu Bakr al-Siddeeq (may Allah be pleased with him) said that he should be thrown down from a cliff.  ‘Ali (may Allah be pleased with him) said that a wall should be made to collapse on him.  Ibn ‘Abbaas (may Allah be pleased with him) said, they should be killed by stoning.  This shows that there was consensus among them that (the person who does homosexual acts) should be killed, but they differed as to how he should be executed.  This is similar to the ruling of the Prophet (SAW) concerning the person who has intercourse with a woman who is his mahram (incest), because in both cases intercourse is not permitted under any circumstances.  Hence the connection was made in the hadith of Ibn ‘Abbaas (may Allah be pleased with him) who reported that the Prophet (SAW) said:

“Whoever you find doing the deed of the people of Lot, kill them.”1 

And it was also reported that he (SAW) said:

“Whoever has intercourse with a woman who is his mahram, kill him.”2
And according to another hadith with the same isnaad he (SAW) said:

“Whoever has intercourse with an animal, kill him and kill the animal with him.”3 

This ruling is in accordance with the ruling of shariah (Islamic Law), because the worse the prohibited action is, the more severe the punishment for it.  Having intercourse in a manner that is not permissible under any circumstances is worse than having intercourse in a manner which may be permitted in some circumstances, so its punishment is more severe.4 
The same applies to the sin of lesbianism.  There is no doubt among the fuqahaa’ that lesbianism is forbidden and is a major sin, as stated by al-Haafiz Ibn Hajar (may Allah have mercy on him).5  As far as lesbianism is concerned, it is subject to ta’zeer [unspecified punishment to be determined at the discretion of the qaadi (judge)].6 

According to Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyah (may Allah have mercy on him), if a person who does this evil deed, or any other action which is subject to punishment, repents, gives up that sin, seeks forgiveness, regrets what he has done and intends never to go back to it:

“If he truly repents to Allah, Allah will accept his repentance, and he does not need to confess his sin to anyone so that the hadd punishment would be carried out on him.”7
“And those who invoke not any other ilaah (god) along with Allah, nor kill such person as Allah has forbidden, except for just cause, nor commit illegal sexual intercourse and whoever does this shall receive the punishment.  The torment will be doubled to him on the Day of Resurrection, and he will abide therein in disgrace; Except those who repent and believe (in Islamic Monotheism), and do righteous deeds; for those, Allah will change their sins into good deeds, and Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.  And whosoever repents and does righteous good deeds; then verily, he repents towards Allah with true repentance”
(Quran 25:69-71)

“Allah accepts the repentance of those who do evil in ignorance and repent soon afterwards; to them will Allah turn in mercy; for Allah is full of knowledge and wisdom.”
(Quran 4:17)

“Say: O' my Servants who have transgressed against their souls! Despair not of the Mercy of Allah: for Allah forgives all sins, for He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.”   (Quran 39:53)

“Narrated by Abu Huraira, the Prophet (SAW) said, ‘The one who commits an illegal sexual intercourse is not a believer at the time of committing illegal sexual intercourse and a thief is not a believer at the time of committing theft and a drinker of alcoholic drink is not a believer at the time of drinking. Yet, (the gate of) repentance is open thereafter.’ ”
(Sahih Al-Bukhari, Hadith # 8.801)

“Narrated by Sahl bin Sad, the Prophet (SAW) said, ‘Whoever guarantees me (the chastity of) what is between his legs (his private parts), and what is between his jaws (his tongue), I guarantee him Paradise.’ ” (Sahih Al-Bukhari, Hadith # 8.799)

“Narrated Ubadah ibn as-Samit, the Prophet (SAW) said, ‘If you guarantee me six things on your part I shall guarantee you Paradise. Speak the truth when you talk, keep a promise when you make it, when you are trusted with something fulfil your trust, avoid sexual immorality, lower your eyes, and restrain your hands from injustice.’” (Ahmad and Bayhaqi, in Shu'ab al-Iman transmitted this Al-Tirmidhi, Hadith # 4870)

The Islamic view against homosexuality is not new.  In the Bible we read:

“Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as with womankind: it is an abomination”  (Leviticus 18:22)

Yet we see several homosexual churches today.  This is because Christianity has failed to address the problem of homosexuality.

We Muslims must submit to Allah’s Will, enjoin the good and forbid the evil:

“The answer of the Believers when summoned to Allah and His Apostle in order that He may judge between them is no other than this: they say ‘We hear and we obey’: it is such as these that will attain felicity.”

(Quran 24:51)

“(They are) those who if We establish them in the land establish regular prayer and give regular charity enjoin the right and forbid wrong: with Allah rests the end (and decision) of (all) affairs.”

(Quran 22:41)

“And the believers, men and women, are protecting friends one of another.  They enjoin the right and forbid the wrong.”   (Quran 9:71)
“You are the best community that hath been raised for mankind.  Ye enjoin right conduct and forbid indecency.”  (Quran 3:110)

If we fail to do this we will be making the same mistakes as those before us:

“Narrated by Abu Said Al Khudri, the Prophet (SAW) said, ‘You will follow the ways of those nations who were before you, span by span and cubit by cubit (i.e., inch by inch) so much so that even if they entered a hole of a mastigure, you would follow them.’ We said, "O Allah's Apostle! (Do you mean) the Jews and the Christians?" He said, ‘Whom else?’ ”
(Sahih Al-Bukhari, Hadith # 9.422)

In conclusion, we see that homosexuality is condemned by Allah in the Holy Quran, by the Sunnah of Prophet Muhammad (SAW), by the consensus of the companions of the Prophet (Ijma‘a-as-sahaba), and by the scholars of Islam. 

“Awf ibn Malik reported that the Prophet (SAW) said: ‘The Jews split into seventy-one sects: one will enter Paradise and seventy will enter Hell.  The Christians split into seventy-two sects: seventy-one will enter Hell and one will enter Paradise.  By Him in Whose hand is my soul, my Ummah will split into seventy-three sects: one will enter Paradise and seventy-two will enter Hell.’  Someone asked, O Messenger of Allah, who will they be?’  He replied: ‘The main body of the Muslims (al-Jama’ah).’ ”

(Abu Dawud, Kitab al-Sunnah- Hadith 4572, 4573, 12/1340-2)
“O ye who believe! Enter into Islam whole-heartedly; and follow not the footsteps of the Evil One; for he is to you an avowed enemy.”

(Quran 2:208)
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